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The  Health  Office, 
Guildhall, 

York,  June,  1899. 


TO  THE  YORK  CITY  COUNCIL. 

Mr  Lord  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  whole  of  the  year 
1898,  during  which  period  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  acting  as  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Robert  Cattley,  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  who  has  been  laid  aside  by  illness  since  February  15th  of  that  year. 

For  purposes  of  comparison,  I  have  pleasure  also  in  presenting  the  Vital 
Statistics  for  the  year  1897,  which  had  not  pre\iously  been  compiled  owing  to 
Dr.  Cattley ?s  illness,  and  which  are  now  made  as  complete  as  possible. 

Thanking  you  for  your  courtesy  and  consideration  during  my  year  of  office, 

I  am,  My  Lord  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


EDMUND  MOODY  SMITH. 
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POPULATION. 

The  estimated  Population  of  the  City  for  the  year  189S  is  72,774.  That  for 
the  year  1897  was  72,083. 

There  are  about  14,500  houses  in  the  City.  The  area  of  the  City  covers  3,683 
acres.  The  proportion  of  persons  per  acre  is  therefore  19*7,  and  per  house 
about  5. 

In  the  accompanying  tables  the  average  daily  number  of  inhabitants, — patients, 
nurses,  attendants,  &c.,^-is  given,  in  brackets,  in  the  case  of  each  of  the  Public 
Institutions  (with  the  exception  of  the  Military  Hospital),  but  is  included  in  the 
estimated  population  of  the  Sub-Registration  District  in  which  it  is  situated. 

BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  1898,  2,243  Births  were  registered  (birth-rate,  30*8  per  1,000 
li\  ing),  a  decrease  of  26  compared  with  the  year  1897,  when  2,269  Births  were 
registered  (birth-rate,  3L4  per  1,000  living). 

In  1898,  1,110  males  and  1,143  females  were  born,  125  being  illegitimate. 

In  1897,  1,144  males,  and  1,125  females,  about  128  being  illegitimate. 

The  total  number  of  Vaccinations  in  1897  was  1,865. 

DEATHS. 

During  the  year  1898,  1,386  deaths  were  registered  (this  number  does  not 
include  21  deaths  of  non-residents),  an  increase  of  28  compared  with  the  year 
1897,  when  1,358  deaths  were  registered  (this  number  does  not  include  the  deaths 
of  34  non-residents). 

The  death-rates  of  the  two  years  are  not  widely  different  however. 

The  general  death-rate  in  1898  was  19*04  per  1,000  living. 

The  general  death-rate  in  1897  was  18  8  per  1,000  living. 

Appended  is  a  table  of  the  death-rates  of  the  City  for  the  last  nine  years : — - 

THE  BIRTH-RATE  AND  DEATH-RATE  OF  THE  YORK  URBAN 

SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Year. 

Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

Population 

per  1,000  living. 

per  1,000  living. 

(Estimated). 

1890 

30-2 

20  8 

66,538 

1891 

30*0 

23-8 

.  .  (census)  67,004 

1892 

31*9 

20*9 

67,807 

1893 

29*0 

19*9 

(added  area)  69,388 

1894 

31-0 

17-4 

70,053 

1895 

31*3 

19-3 

70,723 

1896 

30*9 

18T 

71*400 

1897 

3L4 

18-8 

72,083 

1898 

30*8 

19*0 

72,774 

The  actual  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  1898,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  1897,  I  believe  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  larger  number  of  deaths 
recorded  as  due  to  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs,  and  to  Measles. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age : — ■ 

In  1898,  394,  or  175-6  per  1,000  births. 

In  1897,  4 55,  or  200’5  do. 

In  1898,  the  percentage  of  deaths  of  persons  under  one  year  of 

age  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  was  .  .  .  .  28*4 ; 

of  persons  under  the  age  of  5  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  39 ’7. 

In  1897,  the  percentage  of  deaths  of  persons  under  one  year  of 

age  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  was  .  .  .  .  33-5  ; 

of  persons  under  the  age  of  5  .  .  , .  .  .  .  .  .  .  42*2. 

So  that  during  the  year  1898  there  has  been  a  marked  reduction  in  the 
mortality  of  young  children. 


The  chief  classified  causes  of  death  amongst  the  children  under  5  years  of  age 
were: — Measles,  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs,  and  Diarrhoea;  “premature 
birth,”  “  debility,”  and  “  convulsions  ”  are  causes  also  accounting  for  a  large  number 
of  deaths  under  the  age  of  5. 


Of  the  394  children  dying  under  one  year  of  age,  in  the  year  1898, 
48  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  “  premature  birth ;  and 
79  as  due  to  “debility,”  “debility  from  birth,”  “inanition,”  and 


“  marasmus.” 


Of  the  551  children  dying  under  5  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1898, 

88  were  also  registered  as  due  to  “  convulsions  ”  (due  to  teething, 
improper  feeding,  &c.). 

45  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Tubercular  Meningitis,  Tabes  Mesenterica, 
and  general  Tuberculosis ; 

4  were  registered  as  due  to  Scarlatina; 

1  to  Diphtheria ; 

2  to  Typhoid  Fever; 

32  to  Measles ; 


6  to  Whooping  Cough  ; 

1 15  to  Diarrhoea  ; 

5  to  Phthisis  Pulmonalis  ; 

80  to  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy; 
5  to  Heart  Disease  ; 

7  to  Injuries  (Burns,  Scalds,  &c.) 


These  517  deaths  are  thus  specially  accounted  for,  leaving  34  deaths  due  to 

general  unclassified  diseases. 


The  death-rates  of  persons  under  the  age  of  5  years  in  each  of  the  Sub- 
Registration  Districts,  per  1,000  persons  living  in  each  of  those  Districts,  are  as 
follows : — 

In  Boothain  District,  4*8  per  1,000  living  at  all  ages  in  that  District; 

In  Micklegate  District,  5’8  per  1,000  living  at  all  ages  in  that  District; 

In  Walmgate  District,  9-8  per  1,000  living  at  all  ages  in  that  District. 
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The  special  predisposing  causes  of  the  higher  mortality  in  Walmgate  District 
are  probably : — its  greater  density  of  population,  the  poverty  and  want  of  clean¬ 
liness  of  a  large  proportion  of  its  population,  its  old  and  small  houses  and  tenements, 
want  of  sunlight  and  fresh  air,  ignorance  as  to  proper  feeding  and  general  hygiene. 


DEATHS  DUE  TO  THE  SEVEN  PEINCIPAL  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES 
(yiz  : — Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlatina,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria, 
Typhus  and  Typhoid  Peter,  Diarrikea). 

In  1897,  264  deaths,  or  3’6  per  1,000  living;  or, — excluding  the  total  number 
of  deaths  due  to  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery, — IT  per  1,000  living. 

In  1898,  190  deaths,  or  2-6  per  1,000  living;  or,— excluding  the  total  number 
of  deaths  due  to  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery,— 0-9  per  1,000  living. 

Deaths  due  to  Diarrikea  and  Dysentery. 

In  1897,  182,  or  2*5  per  1,000  living. 

In  1898,  120,  or  U6  per  1,000  living. 

Of  the  120  deaths  in  1898,  115  were  of  persons  under  the  age  5,  being 
208  per  cent,  of  total  number  of  deaths  under  the  age  5  from  all  diseases. 


Measles. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1897  was  28. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1898  was  36. 

Small  Pox. 

In  1897  no  cases  were  reported,  but  in  1898  four  cases  occurred. 

1st  Case. — A  man,  aged  55,  a  lavatory  caretaker,  died  at  his  own  home  on  the 
6th  day  after  the  appearance  of  the  eruption  from  Hoemorrhagic  Small  Pox  ;  was 
isolated  under  vigilant  supervision,  and  buried  with  abundant  disinfectants  and 
with  all  possible  precautions.  He  had  never  been  vaccinated.  No  source  of  origin 
could  be  traced — (February,  1S98).  12  persons  were  re-vaccinated. 

2nd  Case. — Nurse  of  above,  a  modified  attack;  had  been  re-vaccinated  8  years 
before  ;  re-vaccinated  40  hours  after  commencement  of  nursing  first  case  ;  success¬ 
ful  vaccination  and  modified  Small  Pox  ran  their  course  together,  patient  recovered. 
4  relatives  re- vaccinated. 

3rd  Case. — Eriend  of  above,  aged  47,  originated  from  Case  2  before  discovery 
that  2nd  Case  had  Small  Pox  :  not  re-vaccinated  since  infancy ;  an  extremely 
modified  attack.  1  person  re-vaccinated. 

These  two  cases  were  treated  at  home. 

4th  Case. — A  young  man,  farm  labourer  in  Clifton,  a  very  modified  attack; 
removed  to  Eever  Hospital ;  patient  recovered;  no  definite  source  of  origin  could 
be  traced.  Some  19  persons  re-vaccinated — (June,  1898). 


Scarlet  Fever. 


Cases  notified  in  1897,  270;  deaths,  1. 

Cases  notified  in  1898,  364;  deaths,  8. 

Appended  is  a  chart  shewing  the  progress  and  decline  of  the  outbreak,  which 
may  be  said  to  have  commenced  in  August,  1897. 

J  O  1 

The  disease  has  been  chiefly  of  a  mild  type,  so  mild  that  many  cases  have  been 
carelessly  or  ignorantly  overlooked,  and  have  so  maintained  the  more  or  less  con¬ 
tinuous  run  of  cases.  The  re-opening  of  the  Public  Schools  after  vacation  have  been 
synchronous  with  recrudescences  of  the  outbreak,  probably  owing  to  children  with 
more  or  less  desquamation  being  sent  to  School  in  that  condition.  There  are  also 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  those  mild  cases  where  no  medical  man  is  called 
in,  and  where  the  other  children  of  the  house  are  allowed  to  continue  attending 
School.  And  yet,  it  must  be  said  that  the  School  Managers  cordially  co-operate 
with  the  Sanitary  Authorities  in  excluding  such  children  from  School  attendance,  and 
in  attention  to  the  systematic  intimations  sent  to  the  Schools  from  the  Sanitary 
Department.  “It  surpasses  all  the  vigilance  of  sanitary  official  and  medical  attendant 
to  secure  and  maintain  the  isolation  of  cases,  not  very  ill,  in  the  homes  of  some 
of  the  poorer  people.  After  the  first  day  or  two  of  illness,  in  the  transition 
between  the  rash  and  the  desquamation  stages,  and  during  the  desquamation 
stage  also,  when  there  is  practically  no  feeling  of  illness,  it  is  most  difficult  to 
impress  parents  that  there  is  danger  of  infection  throughout  the  whole  illness. 
Behind  the  back  of  medical  attendant  and  sanitary  official  the  patients  are  allowed 
to  mingle  with  the  other  occupants  of  the  house,  or,  worse  still,  with  the 
neighbours.”* 


Many  cases  of  Scarlatina,  in  which  no  medical  man  is  called  in,  are  also  over¬ 
looked  by  being  set  down  by  the  parents  as  “only  Measles,”  or  Chicken  Pox,  or 
Nettlerash,  or  “  Toothrash.” — Add  to  these  causes,  “the  absence  of  any  system  of 
intimation  from  the  Medical  Attendant, — if  any, — in  writing,  of  complete  recovery 
of  case,  and  readiness  for  disinfection,  and  the  pseudo-disinfection  (sic !)  in 
unnotified  cases,”*  and  so  Scarlatina  prevails  in  spite  of  all  vigilance. 

In  1897,  96  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital,  and 
133  cases  in  1898,  all  from  the  City  area. 

Diphtheria. 

Cases  notified  in  1897,  36  ;  deaths,  5. 

Cases  notified  in  1898,  14  ;  deaths,  2. 

In  most  of  these  cases  defects  in  the  drainage  arrangements  were  discovered 
mid  forthwith  remedied. 


Enteric  or  Typhoid  Feyer. 

Cases  notified  in  1897,  106;  deaths  20,  or  18*8  per  cent,  of  total  number 
of  cases. 

Cases  notified  in  1898,  132;  deaths,  17,  or  12*8  per  cent,  of  total  number 
of  cases. 

*  Abstracts  from  short  Report  to  the  Committee,  June  1st,  1898. 
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The  mortality  from  Enteric  Fever  was  therefore  much  less  in  1898  than  in 
1897,  although  in  1898  there  were  more  notifications. 

A  considerable  number  of  sanitary  defects  have  been  discovered  and  remedied 
in  consequence  of  these  notifications ;  in  particular,  a  large  number  of  water 
closets  (Duckett's  waste-water  and  other  patterns)  being  substituted  for  unhealthy 
privies,  and  for  privies  the  contents  of  which  had  in  emptying  to  be  carried 
through  the  house. 

In  1897,  36  cases,  and  in  1898,  48  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  received  from 
the  City  area  into  the  York  County  Hospital  (a  general  Infirmary). 

FEVER  HOSPITAL. 

During  the  year  1898,  133  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  case  of  Small  Pox 
have  been  received  from  the  City  area  into  the  City  Fever  Hospital,  and  11 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  received  from  the  three  neighbouring  Rural 
Districts  of  Flaxton,  Escrick,  and  Bishopthorpe.  The  whole  Hospital  has  been 
thoroughly  repaired  and  renovated  and  put  into  efficient  condition.  Only  one 
death  has  occurred  in  the  Hospital  during  the  year,  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

During  the  year  1898,  an  excellent  site  of  some  10  acres,  the  Muncaster 
House  Estate,  has  been  purchased  by  the  Corporation,  with  a  view  to  possible- 
future  Hospital  Extension. 

DEATHS  FROM  DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS, 

EXCLUSIVE  OF  PHTHISIS. 

In  1897,  192  were  registered. 

In  1898,  224. 


Deaths  due  to  Phthisis. 

In  1897,  102,  or  1*38  per  1,000  living;  or  7 ’5  per  cent,  of  the  total 
number  of  deaths  from  all  diseases. 

In  1898,  121,  or  1*68  per  1,000  living;  or  nearly  8*6  per  cent,  of  the 
total  number  of  deaths  from  all  diseases. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1898,  the  Sanitary  Committee  requested  me  to 
undertake  the  compilation  of  a  leaflet  on  “  the  Prevention  of  Consumption,” 
to  be  distributed  to  every  household  in  the  City  area ;  and  early  in  1899, 
15,000  copies  of  the  leaflet,  approved  and  adopted  by  the  City  Council,  have  been 
so  distributed,  and  a  supply  of  5,000  copies  are  reserved  for  distribution  as 
occasion  may  arise.  Since  the  issue  of  this  leaflet,  the  attached  circular  and  form 
have  been  issued  to  the  medical  practitioners  of  the  City,  and  action  is  at  once 
taken  by  the  Sanitary  Department  upon  receipt  of  a  “  request  for  disinfection,*7 
after  recovery  or  death  of  a  case  of  Phthisis.  An  assistant  is  at  once  sent  to 
offer  to  the  householder  a  copy  of  the  leaflet,  explanation  of  the  methods  of 
disinfection  (including  an  offer  of  official  fumigation  with  Sulphurous  Acid  Gras, 
and  instruction  as  to  cleansing  of  walls,  floors,  and  solid  contents  of  room  with  a 
1  per  cent,  solution  of  chlorinated  lime),  and  removal  of  any  bedding,  clothing, 
&c.,  which  the  householder  or  owner  may  desire  to  be,  or  may  be  persuaded  to 
permit  to  be  destroyed  or  disinfected  by  the  Corporation  steam  disinfector.  The 
same  course  is  systematically  carried  out  in  the  cases  of  deaths  from  Phthisis,  as 
they  appear  in  the  returns  of  the  Sub-Registrars. 
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YORK  CITY  COUNCIL. 


The  Health  Oeeice, 

The  Gujldiiall, 

York,  March  22nd ,  1899. 

Hear  Sir, 

On  behalf  of  the  York  City  Sanitary  Authority,  I  beg  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
leaflet  on  “The  Prevention  of  Consumption,”  recently  issued  by  the  aforesaid 
Authority,  and  to  call  your  attention  to  the  measures  therein  recommended  for  the 
disinfection  of  the  rooms,  mattresses,  bedding,  &e.,  which  have  been  used  by  a 
person  who  has  recovered  or  died  from  phthisis  or  other  tubercular  disease. 

If,  upon  the  recovery  or  death  of  such  a  case,  you  would  kindly  fill  up  one  of 
the  enclosed  forms,  and  forward  it  to  this  Office,  an  official  would  deliver  a  copy  of 
the  pamphlet  at  the  house,  explain  its  instructions  as  to  disinfection  and  cleansing 
where  necessary,  fumigate  the  infected  rooms,  and  remove  such  goods  for  steam 
disinfection,  or  for  destruction,  as  required.  This  work,  you  will  observe,  would  be 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  free  of  charge. 

Faithfully  yours, 

EDMUND  M.  SMITH, 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

N.B. — Copies  of  the  Pamphlet  can  be  supplied  at  any  time  upon  application  at  the 
Office. 


YORK  CITY  COUNCIL. 

BEQUEST  FOB  DISINFECTION. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Yorlc  City  Council. 

Dear  Sir, 

A  case  of 

(Name  of  disease .) 

has  at 

(Recovered  or  died.) 

(Name  and  Address.) 

and  fumigation  of  the  rooms  and  steam  disinfection  (or  destruction)  of  the 

mattresses,  bedding,  carpeting,  &e.,  is  desired. 

(Erase  ivords  as  repaired.) 

Item  arks : 


Signature 

Address 


Date 
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By  these  means,  and  by  means  of  the  general  instruction  which  the  leaflet 
confers  upon  the  whole  population,  as  well  as  by  the  steady  improvements  in  streets 
and  dwelling-houses  which  are  being  effected,  a  reduction,  and  not  an  increase 
(however  slight),  in  the  death  rate  from  phthisis  may  confidently  be  expected  in 
the  near  future. 

During  the  year  1898  THE  FOLLOWING  PROPERTY  HAS  BEEN 
SPECIALLY"  INSPECTED  with  regard  to  fitness  for  habitation : — 

Houses  (numbered  11,  13,  17,  and  19)  in  Trinity  Lane;  all  declared  unfit  for 
human  habitation;  notices  served  requiring  them  to  be  made  fit  for  habitation:  — 
Numbers  17  and  19  were  rebuilt,  and  numbers  11  and  13  have  been  much  improved. 

Houses  (Wheat  Sheaf  Inn  and  greengrocer’s  shop)  at  corner  of  Davygate  and 
St.  Sampson’s  Square ;  the  greengrocers  house  was  declared  unfit  for  habitation 
and  ultimately  demolished;  the  Inn  was  acquired  by  the  City  Council  for  street 
improvements. 

Eight  cottages  in  Carr’s  Lane,  Bishophill ;  improvements  were  suggested,  and 
notices  served. 

A  four-storeyed  block  of  tenements  in  Coppergate;  closed  as  dwelling-houses 
on  agreement  of  owner. 

House — block  of  tenements  at  corner  of  Carmellite  Street  and  Hungate; 
declared  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  unless  efficient  water-closet  accommodation  was 
provided ;  block  sold  and  demolished  by  new  owners. 


Meat  Inspection. 

About  40  stones  of  ham,  in  one  lot,  were  seized  from  an  Auctioneer  in  the 
course  of  sale  as  human  food,  in  the  Public  Market  Place ;  all  the  pieces  were  in  a 
state  of  putrefaction,  were  condemned  by  a  Magistrate  and  destroyed,  and  the 
Vendor  fined  £5  and  costs  in  subsequent  prosecution. 

EDMUND  M.  SMITH, 

M.D.,  C.M.,  Edin.,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
the  York  City  Council. 


TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coining  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the 

Year  1897,  in  the  York  Urban  Sanitary  District;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
these  Statistics ;  Public  Institutions  being  shown  as 
separate  localities. 


(a.) 


Bootham  Sub-Registration  District 


-i-= 

£.2 

o  g>J 

WPh 

3  s 

GQ 


Union  Workhouse 


York  Lunatic  Asylum 


Micklegate  Sub-Registration  District 


Walmgate  Sub-Registration  District 


York  County  Hospital 


<D 


02 


SP 

tjbJ  Military  Hospital 


w—t  r— ; 
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KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

Number  of  such  Cases  Removed  from  their  Homes  in  the 
several  Localities  for  Treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 
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TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  OASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the 

year  1898,  in  the  York  Urban  Sanitary  District;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
these  Statistics ;  Public  Institutions  being  shown  as 
separate  localities. 
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1ABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1397,  in  the  York 


Mortality  from  all  causes,  at 
subjoined  Ages.  • 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
these  Statistics ;  public  institutions  being  shown  as 
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The  subjoined  numbers  hate  also  to  be  taken 


Deaths  occurring  outside  the  district  among  persons 
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Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities 


Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under 

Five  Years  of  Age. 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1893,  in  the  York  Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases.  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
these  Statistics ;  public  institutions  being  shewn  as 
separate  localities. 
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The  subjoined  numbers  hate  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging  of  the  above  records  of  mortality 


Deaths  occurring  outside  the  district  among  persons 
belonging  thereto 

Deaths  occurring  within  the  district  among  persons 
not  belonging  thereto  . . 
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